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Ultrasonography differential diagnosis and development
of superficial lymph node diseases

LI Peng, CAI Sheng , JIANG Yu-zin"
(Department o f Ultrasound , Peking Union Medical College Hospital » Chinese Academy
of Medical Sciences, Beijing 100730, China)

[Abstract] Superficial lymph node enlargement is the manifestation of many diseases. Lymph node characterization is an
important clinical issue. High-frequency gray-scale ultrasound, color Doppler flow imaging and power Doppler imaging have
shown to supply useful information for differentiating malignant from benign superficial lymph nodes. Recently the advance
in contrast-enhanced agents enable to evaluate the perfusion characteristics of lymph nodes, different lymph node diseases
present characteristic enhancement pattern, and it has a high degree of diagnostic accuracy on the basis of the perfusion char-

acteristics. Ultrasound should be the first-line diagnostic method for differential diagnosis of superficial lymph node diseases.

This review focuses on the sonographic criteria for differential diagnosis of benign and malignant lymph nodes.
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