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Ultrasonic features of peripheral nerve injuries after earthquake

LU Man', WANG Yue’” , ZHANG Bin®*, LU Bing®, WU Xiao-jing®, HE Fan-ding',
YAO Xiao-ke*, WU Ping'
(1. Department of Ulirasound s 2. Department of Orthopedics, Sichuan Academy of Medical Sciences
&. Sichuan Province People’s Hospital, Chengdu 610072, China)

[Abstract] Objective To observe the ultrasonic features of late peripheral nerve injuries one year after the Wenchuan
earthquake. Methods Thirty-four patients with peripheral nerve injuries underwent high-frequncy ultrasonography, and the
ultrasonic features were compared with surgical results. Results Among 34 patients, 68 injured peripheral nerves were de-
tected, 9 patients with 1 injured peripheral nerve, 17 with 2 injured peripheral nerves, 8 with 3 or more. Forty-eight nerves
were found adhered to the surrounding scar tissue or compressed, 6 were completely ruptured, 5 were operated after par-
tially or completely ruptured, amputation neuroma formed in 9 nerves. The coincident rate of ultrasound findings with
those of surgical results was 97. 06 %. Conclusion The features of peripheral nerve injuries after earthquake include multi-

ple nerve injuries in one patient, multiple injuries in single nerve, and adhered to the surrounding scar tissue or com-

pressed. Injured nerve can be located and qualitatively diagnosed with ultrasound.
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