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[Abstract] Objective To explore the characteristics and classification of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). Meth-
ods We analyzed the X-ray and CT photographs of 105 SARS patients retrospectively and partly compared the results path-
ologically. Results The analysis and comparisons showed local and extensive pulmonary parenchyma infiltrations took up
23.8% and 24. 8% respectively;local and extensive pulmonary interstitial infiltrations took up 11. 4% and 18. 1% respective-
lys mixed infiltrations 21. 9%. Conclusion Chest X-ray photographs, as one of key SARS diagnosis indications, are able to
display the foci of pulmonary infiltrations, based on which we can classify the chest imaging generally into three categories:

pulmonary parenchyma infiltration, pulmonary interstitial infiltration and mixed infiltration. SARS can be differentiated in

diagnosis if we combine the X-ray and CT photographs with epidemic history or immunological examinations.
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